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Y i ain favor fo By its very nature, p ysical work in.the fields leads one to
Jourfirst harvestto-the’ Kohenj_ -He:shall wave the Omgr bef ‘ore gaASHEM 40 gue Hi - emeri forget his spiritiial nature. The Torah;therefore, surrounded:
on the morrow of il Ihe rest.day the Koh Ofl‘ the y you wai the farmer’s chores with. commandments;'so that he would

shall perfonn ‘the service of
HASHEM. 13 Its fieal-offering shall |
to.HASHEM; @ saasfymg aroma;: and its lzbatzon shall be wzne,
bread or roasted kernels or plump kernels until this very day,

God“ it is-an eternal decree for your generations in all your dweilzng places:

15 You shall'count for yourselves — from the:msrrow:of therest day, from
brmg the Omer. of the waping. — seven: weeks, they s

ON THE SECOND night of Pesach, we begin the counting of
the omer. Chazal tell us that when the Yidden left Mitzrayim,
Moshe Rabbeinu told them that they would receive the Torah
in another fifty days. The Jews were so anxious to receive the
Torah that they started counting the days until the awaited day
of kabbalas haTorah. The seven weeks of sefiras haomer are
akin to the seven cleansing days. Just as a kallah anticipates
and prepares herself for her wedding day, the Jews Waited and
prepared for Mattan Torah, their marriage to Hashem.

The Torah cites another reason for this counting: On' the
second day of Pesach, we are commanded tg harvest the
barley and brlng the korban omer as an offering in the Beis
Hamikdash. This marked the day from which it was permitted
to eat from the new crops of that year. “And you shall count
for yourselves from the day after the Shabbos (the day after the
first day of Pesach), from the day you bring the omer; seven
weeks; they shall be’complete. Until the day after the seventh
week you shall count, fifty days, and you shall bring up a new
offering to Hashem” (Emor 23:15) —we are commanded to
count seven weeks from the day of the korban omer, and on
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t‘;re day: whm
hall be complete: 1%:Until the orrow ,f ;
seveh weel: you shall count, ity days; and you shall offer a new rcakofferng to Fss
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the fiftieth day — Shavuos —to bring the minchas chitin, the
. first offering of the new wheat.

remain conscious of his true pufpose. At the Beginning of
the harvest, thi atxon:offers the Omer and the Two Breads::

corner for thepoor A
crop is not his own. This , explains why th latter commapd
mefits are mciudedm this  chapter, which, ctherw:se, deals
only with the festlvals (Meshech Chod'tmah) g e
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: MY SOLE DESIRE

= Thgr
What is the significance of starting the count from the
korban omer? The blessing Chazal established for this mitzvah
is “al sefiras haomer, referring to the korban omer from which
we begm to count. What is the meaning of this mitzvah?

The entire world was created for the Jewish People, in or-
der that they reveal kevod Shamayim. The sequence of the
four seasons and the agricultural process reflect the s teps
of the Jew’s service of Hashem. Th@ spring season — Pesach

time — is when the crops begin to‘mature, this represents the ;

maturation of a new phase in our avodas Hashem on Pesach
when we comprehend a new truth. On Pesach Hashe
deemecﬁ us from Mitzrayim and took us as His natlon, whose' :
task would be to reveal His G-dliness in the world. Every
Pesach, the Jew gains a deeper awareness o?hls purpose in
life to reveal kevod Shamayim in the world.’

On Pesach, we bring an offering of barley, whlch is use’d as
ammal fodder. This symbolizes that the Jew is, in’ effect, still
far from the new truth that he has learned. Though he has
eaten matzah on Pesach and told the story of yetzias Mitz-
rayim, thus clearly indicating that he realizes Hashem alone
is.in control and only He can be relied upon, he still finds
hlmself worryi Mout parnassah_and looking to fulfill his
own desires. Now the stage of avodah, work, begms, When he

'kmust start hvmg in accordance with the faith and the truth
that he knows in his mind. ~

\L\/ Through the mitzvah of seﬁms haomer, the Torah teaches
us how to go about this task of changma our heart, too, to be
Hashem’s devoted servant: First, we lift up a sheaf of barley,
a grain eaten by animals. When a Jew finds he is'driven by
his animalistic, mundane inclinations, he believes that he is
not desirable in this state because he is so far from what he
should be. But Hashem commands him to bring an offering

i

of barley, “And he shall raise the omer before Hashem so that
it will beé desirable for you” Hashem wants the Jew to know-
that He desires him in his present, animalistic state. Hashem
takes joy in our longing todraw closer to Him from this
lowly level, from within the kester of this world. We begin
counting from the offering of barley, starting to draw closer
to Hashem from there. If we think we are undesirable in our -
situation, this will only lead us.to despair. Hashem inten-
tionally created us farsfrom-perfect because He has nachas
from our longing and attempts to approach Him from this
imperfect 15051t10n Appropriately, the brachah upon this
‘mitzvah is, ©..Who has sanctified us with His commandments
and commanded us to count the omer. ” Hashem commanded
us to count and grow step by step, connecting to Hashem
from the distant point of the barley omer and becoming holy

g‘ghrough His mitzvos from there.
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Sefiras haomer 'teaches us a‘; central lesson in m/odas
Hashem. When we 3chieve a new insight in any area, we must

try to internalize and practice it while at the same timet
_ ize that the Ribono'shel Olam loves us the way we ére rig

i

P e

now, and that He wants to see our yearning M
place in which we are at present. Hashem’s nachas is to see
ys counting and advancm_g_stgp by step, day by day, from'the
barley omer — our animalistic level. The ‘omer is an offefing
that Is desired by Hashem — “lifnei Hashem, lirtzonchem.”
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Hashem doesn’t expect us to bec ' ctina ; He

only asks that we count, that we move in the right direction
that we want to be close to Him. The mitzvah is to count ev-
ery clay Every day is significant and Hashem takes j joy. m our
serltual yearning at every level of our journey,
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'I,he mitzvah of sefiras havbmer is “.. you shalil count for

you” Chazal learn from this that every person must count : Q'ampj NON 0Pl PN 9N "“9972 >
himself. Hashem has nachas from every Jew and his effort‘»s at 20Y_LOTRYa DPRD TN MWD N1avy
DMWY DY NnpY DDWN  DRY VY9

his present spiritual level. Others may well be achieving much
more than we ate in certain areas, but we must remember
that Hashem created each person with different characteris-
tics and life circumstances, and He expects each one’s unique
““® ” Y
avodah at his own level. “You shall count for you! Hashem
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has nachas from every Jew’s individual counting.
'l

Both the korban,and the counting to kabbalas haTorah
are called omer— the quantity of the barley offering — sym-
bolizing that Hashem wants us to serve Him in the correct

pasure appropriate for us. Sd'ihejcimes we are afraid to learn
afd hear new perspectives and insights in avodas Hashem

because doing so makes us feel that we are not good enough;-
that we are being accused of not having reached perfection .
yet. When we have these despairing thoughts, we will say to

Hashem, “Ribono shel Olam, You want me to serve You at my
level, and You have nachas from me the way I am”

. The basis that enables us to grow closer to Hashem is the
knowledge that Hashem loves us the way we are and that He
wants us to come close to Him from wherever we are, at our
own level and measure — “lifnei Hashem, lirtzonchem.
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(Based on Likutei Halachos)
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